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The 2007 Liberty Index of Congress 
 
 

Republicans look better in the minority 
By Clifford F. Thies 

 
 
Reversing a three year trend, the Republicans suddenly look better than their Democratic colleagues in 
the House of Representatives.  While in 2006, the House Republicans scored 25 points worse than their 
counterparts in the personal liberties component of the index, this past year, the House Republicans 
scored 23 points better.  In both years, and in every year since I started constructing this index, the 
House Republicans scored better in the economic liberties component. 
 
As to why the House Republicans achieved such a dramatic change in the personal liberties component 
of the index, the answer is obvious:  With the elections of November 2006, the Republicans are in the 
minority, and are opposing Democratic encroachments on personal liberty.  Before those elections, the 
Republicans were in the majority, and were trying to use the coercive powers of the state to advance 
their agenda.  This should remind us that the libertarian position is the true moderate position.  
Between those who would use the coercive powers of the state to prohibit a certain behavior, and those 
who would use the coercive powers of the state to mandate that behavior, stand the libertarians 
arguing that each person and each association of persons should be free to decide for him-, her- and 
themselves. 
 
Libertarians are the natural ally of those in the minority.  In contrast, when the social engineers of either 
the left or the right perceive that they have assembled a political majority, they tend to use the powers 
of the state to use criminal sanctions, to tax and subsidize behaviors, and to control information to force 
their values onto others.  Accordingly, in the 1990s, when social conservatives revolted against the 
increasingly explicit attempts of the left to re-shape the country along secularist lines, affecting a 
pragmatic libertarian-conservative coalition made a lot of sense. 
 
During the 1990s, many libertarians came to understand that family, church, business and other freely-
chosen social institutions, including civil government, play vital roles in intermediating human 
relationships, and that mutual benefit and love could reinforce each other.  Conversely, many 
conservatives came to understand that the spirit animating social institutions has to be consent, or else 
family, church, etc., devolve into authoritarian structures, and destructive of creativity and happiness.  
This ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άƴŜƻ-ƭƛōŜǊŀƭέ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ, and manifested itself in the 
democratic nations of the world in a variety of ways. 
 
In the United States, the neo-liberal agenda manifested itself partly in a centrist Democratic 
administration and partly in a Republican leadership team in the House of Representatives which 
included Speaker Newt Gingrich and Majority Leader Dick !ǊƳŜȅΦ  [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ 
ƻƭŘ ŘŀȅǎΣέ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ tŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
scenes and - in some cases - publicly, in effecting real changes for personal liberty as well as for free-
market economics.  But, looking back, it was perhaps not realistic to think that Republicans would long 
continue the neo-liberal agenda upon consolidating power. 
 
Looking back, we remember that, in 2000, candidate Bush talked about a non-interventionist foreign 
policy, expanding free trade, privatizing social security, promoting parental choice in education, 
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reforming the tax code, comprehensive immigration reform, and respecting state laws regarding 
medical marijuana.  And, perhaps things might have turned out differently if not for 9-11 and the Bush 
aŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ-reaction.  Yes, Osama bin Laden should rot in hell forever, but, by allowing bin 
Laden to goad us into fighting his minions at the times and in the places of his choosing, our leaders 
failed the cause of liberty. 
 
So, today, the Republicans look better than the Democrats because they (the Republicans) oppose the 
efforts of the Democrats, now in the majority, to force their values upon the nation.  This is not exactly 
encouraging, as we are merely engaged in a delaying effort.  This delaying effort is not the same thing as 
a renewed commitment to a pragmatic libertarian-conservative agenda. 
 
This year, as in past years, I assembled four lists of twenty votes, one in each of two areas, economic and 
political liberty, for each of the two chambers of the U.S. Congress.  Helping me were a couple trusted 
associates; although, in the end, the final decisions were mine.  In economic matters, I identified a range 
of votes spanning libertarian concerns, from taxing and spending, to regulations, to labor, trade, 
environment and energy policy.   As ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƳǳŎƘ of a problem. 
 
In matters concerning personal liberties, I encountered some problems, but fewer than most years.  This 
was because of the vigorous agenda of the newly-empowered Democrats.  In the House of 
Representatives, Democrats were busy seeking to extend legal status and other privileges to more 
groups of Americans, agitating for control of the media by a revival of the fairness doctrine, and taking 
away the right of workers to a secret ballot in union elections.  As always I sought to keep the list of 
votes balanced as between personal liberties concerning which liberals are usually sensitive (such as 
access to medical marijuana and carving out a qualified privilege for journalists), and those concerning 
which conservatives are usually sensitive (such as the free exercise of religion and the right to keep and 
bear arms), 
 
For the second year in a row, I noticed that more Democrats voted to free-up trade with a communist 
country (House #749) than with a democratic country (House #1060).  This year, I have several delicious 
earmarks in the list of votes, including ά¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜǊŦŜŎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ¢ǊŜŜέ όIƻǳǎŜ Ірфоύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Woodstock Cultural Museum (Senate #377).  In both chambers, I have some votes to overturn vetoes 
(House #1122 and Senate #406), which, not being successful, lead to an agreement to conduct the 
business of the federal government through the next year via continuing resolutions. 
 
Complicating the rating of certain members of Congress were their many absences due to running for 
President.  This included, on the Senate side, Joe Biden, Sam Brownback, Hillary Clinton, Christopher 
Dodd, and especially John McCain and Barack Obama.  This included, on the House side, Ron Paul and 
Tom Tancredo.  McCain missed 21 of the 40 votes included in thiǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴŘŜȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ hōŀƳŀ 
16.  On the House side, Paul missed 10 votes, and Tancredo 6.  Fortunately, given the total number of 
votes I ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǾƻǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ for these gentlemen and lady are still probably informative. 
 
In the House, we have a new, surprise winner of the overall =, or combined index, Tom Tancredo of 
Colorado.  Finishing tied for second were Ron Paul of Texas and Dana Rohrabacher of California.  Last 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ WŜŦŦ CƭŀƪŜ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ŦŜƭƭ ǘƻ ІтΦ  One might wonder how things might have turned out if 
the House had attempted to do something with comprehensive immigration reform, or if Tancredo had 
not missed a couple particular votes.  But, regardless of these speculations, he did very well, perhaps 
reflecting his visible evolution on the war during the series of Republican presidential debates.  PlusΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
good to see a new face in the mix of front-runners. 
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Number one in the personal liberties component in the House was Ron Paul.  Number one in the 
economics component in the House was Jeff Flake, with our only score of 100 in that chamber.  We had 
about three dozen Republicans with only one wrong vote, and about the same number of Democrats 
with only one right vote. 
 
As during the past several years, I do not consider the index in the Senate to be as well calibrated as that 
in the House. 
 
 

#          #          # 
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Table 1. Summary Statistics.             

  House House House 
Senat

e 
Senat

e Senate 

    Rep Dem   Rep 
Dem[1

] 

Economic (ave.) 45 77 17 47 85 9 

Personal (ave.) 50 62 39 50 63 38 

Libertarian (L) (#) 77 77 0 29 29 0 

Enterpriser (E) (#) 93 93 0 16 16 0 

Conservative (C) (#) 10 9 1 5 5 0 

Moderate (M) (#) 156 9 147 18 0 18 

Liberal (X) (#) 24 11 13 0 0 0 

Authoritarian (A) (#) 72 2 70 33 0 33 

[1] treating Lieberman (I-CT) and Sanders (I-VT) 
as a Democrats             
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Table 2. U.S. 
House of 
Representatives             

        Econ Pers Class 

Young, D. AK 01 R 75 63 E 

Bonner AL 01 R 79 73 L 

Everett AL 02 R 81 71 L 

Rogers, Mike D. AL 03 R 66 66 E 

Aderholt AL 04 R 70 66 E 

Cramer AL 05 D 30 48 M 

Bachus, S. AL 06 R 81 64 E 

Davis, A. AL 07 D 24 46 M 

Berry AR 01 D 30 51 X 

Snyder AR 02 D 18 41 M 

Boozman AR 03 R 83 61 E 

Ross AR 04 D 36 51 X 

Renzi AZ 01 R 57 61 E 

Franks, T. AZ 02 R 96 71 L 

Shadegg AZ 03 R 96 71 L 

Pastor AZ 04 D 6 36 A 

Mitchell AZ 05 D 24 31 M 

Flake AZ 06 R 100 71 L 

Grijalva AZ 07 D 6 36 A 

Giffords AZ 08 D 27 40 M 

Thompson, M. CA 01 D 25 36 M 

Herger CA 02 R 95 64 L 

Lungren CA 03 R 90 56 E 

Doolittle CA 04 R 91 66 L 

Matsui, D. CA 05 D 24 36 M 

Woolsey CA 06 D 13 38 M 

Miller, George CA 07 D 12 43 M 

Pelosi CA 08 D       

Lee CA 09 D 13 41 M 

Tauscher CA 10 D 24 36 M 

McNerney CA 11 D 18 36 M 

Lantos CA 12 D 20 41 M 

Stark CA 13 D 13 38 M 

Eshoo CA 14 D 24 31 M 
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Honda CA 15 D 20 36 M 

Lofgren CA 16 D 12 36 A 

Farr CA 17 D 18 41 M 

Cardoza CA 18 D 13 43 M 

Radanovich CA 19 R 86 64 E 

Costa CA 20 D 24 43 M 

Nunes CA 21 R 96 66 L 

McCarthy, K.  CA 22 R 96 61 L 

Capps CA 23 D 18 36 M 

Gallegly CA 24 R 77 61 E 

McKeon CA 25 R 83 76 L 

Dreier CA 26 R 79 61 E 

Sherman CA 27 D 6 32 A 

Berman CA 28 D 24 43 M 

Schiff CA 29 D 18 36 M 

Waxman CA 30 D 19 32 M 

Becerra CA 31 D 12 36 A 

Solis CA 32 D 12 32 A 

Watson CA 33 D 6 36 A 

Roybal-Allard CA 34 D 12 41 M 

Waters CA 35 D 13 46 M 

Harman CA 36 D 24 36 M 

Millender-
McDonald CA 37 D       

Richardson CA 37 D       

Napolitano CA 38 D 6 41 A 

Sanchez, Linda CA 39 D 12 41 M 

Royce CA 40 R 96 76 L 

Lewis, Jerry CA 41 R 76 69 E 

Miller, Gary CA 42 R 85 66 L 

Baca CA 43 D 6 41 A 

Calvert CA 44 R 74 66 E 

Bono CA 45 R 62 46 C 

Rohrabacher CA 46 R 96 79 L 

Sanchez, Loretta CA 47 D 18 38 M 

Campbell CA 48 R 83 61 E 

Issa CA 49 R 95 54 E 

Bilbray CA 50 R 87 69 L 

Filner CA 51 D 12 41 M 
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Hunter CA 52 R 83 61 E 

Davis, S. CA 53 D 24 38 M 

DeGette CO 01 D 25 36 M 

Udall, M. CO 02 D 24 43 M 

Salazar, J. CO 03 D 19 36 M 

Musgrave CO 04 R 96 69 L 

Lamborn CO 05 R 96 66 L 

Tancredo CO 06 R 95 87 L 

Perlmutter CO 07 D 19 46 M 

Larson, J. CT 01 D 24 36 M 

Courtney CT 02 D 18 41 M 

DeLauro CT 03 D 13 36 A 

Shays CT 04 R 44 34 M 

Murphy, C. CT 05 D 12 41 M 

Castle DE 01 R 42 56 X 

Miller, J. FL 01 R 73 64 E 

Boyd FL 02 D 18 32 M 

Brown, C. FL 03 D 13 38 M 

Crenshaw FL 04 R 70 62 E 

Brown-Waite FL 05 R 62 66 E 

Stearns FL 06 R 74 71 E 

Mica FL 07 R 87 66 L 

Keller FL 08 R 66 71 E 

Bilirakis FL 09 R 62 61 E 

Young, C.W. FL 10 R 48 66 X 

Castor FL 11 D 18 38 M 

Putnam FL 12 R 74 66 E 

Buchanan FL 13 R 57 66 E 

Mack FL 14 R 86 76 L 

Weldon, D. FL 15 R 83 61 E 

Mahoney FL 16 D 24 31 M 

Meek, K. FL 17 D 18 38 M 

Ros-Lehtinen FL 18 R 48 43 M 

Wexler FL 19 D 6 41 A 

Wasserman-
Schultz FL 20 D 12 31 A 

Diaz-Balart, L. FL 21 R 57 46 C 

Klein, R. FL 22 D 18 20 A 

Hastings, A. FL 23 D 0 38 A 
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Feeney FL 24 R 87 64 L 

Diaz-Balart, M. FL 25 R 57 51 E 

Kingston GA 01 R 91 76 L 

Bishop, S. GA 02 D 24 36 M 

Westmoreland GA 03 R 96 73 L 

Johnson, H. GA 04 D 12 45 M 

Lewis, John GA 05 D 18 36 M 

Price, T. GA 06 R 96 66 L 

Linder GA 07 R 96 71 L 

Marshall GA 08 D 33 43 M 

Deal GA 09 R 96 66 L 

Broun GA 10 R 88 86 L 

Gingrey GA 11 R 91 59 L 

Barrow GA 12 D 24 41 M 

Scott, D. GA 13 D 18 36 M 

Abercrombie HI 01 D 6 40 A 

Hirono HI 02 D 6 36 A 

Braley IA 01 D 13 34 A 

Loebsack IA 02 D 19 41 M 

Boswell IA 03 D 30 36 M 

Latham IA 04 R 74 66 E 

King, S. IA 05 R 91 64 L 

Sali ID 01 R 96 61 L 

Simpson ID 02 R 66 51 E 

Rush IL 01 D 12 43 M 

Jackson, J. IL 02 D 6 36 A 

Lipinski IL 03 D 6 36 A 

Gutierrez IL 04 D 6 36 A 

Emanuel IL 05 D 19 41 M 

Roskam IL 06 R 74 66 E 

Davis, Danny IL 07 D 13 41 M 

Bean IL 08 D 25 27 M 

Schakowsky IL 09 D 12 41 M 

Kirk IL 10 R 44 46 M 

Weller IL 11 R 65 56 E 

Costello IL 12 D 12 46 M 

Biggert IL 13 R 70 46 C 

Hastert IL 14 R 94 65 L 
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Johnson, Timothy IL 15 R 36 66 X 

Manzullo IL 16 R 96 66 L 

Hare IL 17 D 12 41 M 

LaHood IL 18 R 43 41 M 

Shimkus IL 19 R 74 56 E 

Visclosky IN 01 D 12 36 A 

Donnelly IN 02 D 12 41 M 

Souder IN 03 R 82 59 E 

Buyer IN 04 R 83 51 E 

Burton IN 05 R 86 61 E 

Pence IN 06 R 95 61 L 

Carson IN 07 D 9 48 M 

Ellsworth IN 08 D 12 41 M 

Hill IN 09 D 24 36 M 

Moran, Jerry KS 01 R 70 66 E 

Boyda KS 02 D 25 31 M 

Moore, D. KS 03 D 24 41 M 

Tiahrt KS 04 R 83 59 E 

Whitfield KY 01 R 66 54 E 

Lewis, R. KY 02 R 79 66 E 

Yarmuth KY 03 D 12 36 A 

Davis, G. KY 04 R 85 69 L 

Rogers, H. KY 05 R 83 66 E 

Chandler KY 06 D 12 41 M 

Jindal LA 01 R 76 65 E 

Jefferson LA 02 D 25 30 M 

Melancon LA 03 D 30 51 X 

McCrery LA 04 R 90 56 E 

Alexander, R. LA 05 R 79 61 E 

Baker LA 06 R 91 61 L 

Boustany LA 07 R 83 66 E 

Olver MA 01 D 6 40 A 

Neal MA 02 D 18 38 M 

McGovern MA 03 D 12 38 A 

Frank, B. MA 04 D 13 46 M 

Meehan MA 05 D 12 31 A 

Tsongas MA 05 D       

Tierney MA 06 D 12 42 M 
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Markey MA 07 D 12 38 A 

Capuano MA 08 D 6 40 A 

Lynch MA 09 D 20 31 M 

Delahunt MA 10 D 12 43 M 

Gilchrest MD 01 R 50 56 X 

Ruppersberger MD 02 D 18 43 M 

Sarbanes MD 03 D 12 41 M 

Wynn MD 04 D 13 40 M 

Hoyer MD 05 D 18 36 M 

Bartlett MD 06 R 79 85 L 

Cummings MD 07 D 12 36 A 

Van Hollen MD 08 D 19 36 M 

Allen, T. ME 01 D 18 36 M 

Michaud ME 02 D 12 56 X 

Stupak MI 01 D 18 43 M 

Hoekstra MI 02 R 83 66 E 

Ehlers MI 03 R 62 61 E 

Camp MI 04 R 96 71 L 

Kildee MI 05 D 12 46 M 

Upton MI 06 R 62 71 E 

Wallberg MI 07 R 91 66 L 

Rogers, Mike MI 08 R 87 56 E 

Knollenberg MI 09 R 77 51 E 

Miller, C. MI 10 R 57 61 E 

McCotter MI 11 R 66 51 E 

Levin, S. MI 12 D 19 31 A 

Kilpatrick MI 13 D 12 36 A 

Conyers MI 14 D 6 41 A 

Dingell MI 15 D 24 31 M 

Walz MN 01 D 12 51 X 

Kline MN 02 R 91 61 L 

Ramstad MN 03 R 53 56 E 

McCollum MN 04 D 12 36 A 

Ellison MN 05 D 12 38 A 

Bachmann MN 06 R 96 69 L 

Peterson, C. MN 07 D 24 48 M 

Oberstar MN 08 D 16 45 M 

Clay MO 01 D 18 38 M 
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Akin MO 02 R 96 66 L 

Carnahan MO 03 D 12 41 M 

Skelton MO 04 D 18 56 X 

Cleaver MO 05 D 18 36 M 

Graves MO 06 R 77 62 E 

Blunt MO 07 R 83 61 E 

Emerson MO 08 R 48 66 X 

Hulshof MO 09 R 73 64 E 

Wicker MS 01 R 83 69 L 

Thompson, B. MS 02 D 0 36 A 

Pickering MS 03 R 74 74 E 

Taylor, G. MS 04 D 30 69 X 

Rehberg MT 01 R 70 61 E 

Butterfield NC 01 D 6 26 A 

Etheridge NC 02 D 18 31 A 

Jones, W. NC 03 R 42 71 X 

Price, D. NC 04 D 12 31 A 

Foxx NC 05 R 91 71 L 

Coble NC 06 R 83 71 L 

McIntyre NC 07 D 6 51 X 

Hayes NC 08 R 62 61 E 

Myrick NC 09 R 91 66 L 

McHenry NC 10 R 91 66 L 

Shuler NC 11 D 6 46 M 

Watt NC 12 D 14 31 A 

Miller, B. NC 13 D 12 36 A 

Pomeroy ND 01 D 19 32 M 

Fortenberry NE 01 R 70 66 E 

Terry NE 02 R 91 71 L 

Smith, Adrian NE 03 R 87 66 L 

Shea-Porter  NH 01 D 18 43 M 

Hodes NH 02 D 6 41 A 

Andrews NJ 01 D 6 32 A 

LoBiondo NJ 02 R 18 31 A 

Saxton NJ 03 R 48 31 M 

Smith, C. NJ 04 R 12 36 A 

Garrett NJ 05 R 91 80 L 

Pallone NJ 06 D 0 41 A 
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Ferguson NJ 07 R 30 36 M 

Pascrell NJ 08 D 12 36 A 

Rothman NJ 09 D 13 31 A 

Payne NJ 10 D 6 41 A 

Frelinghuysen NJ 11 R 62 41 C 

Holt NJ 12 D 6 41 A 

Sires NJ 13 D 18 41 M 

Wilson, H. NM 01 R 57 61 E 

Pearce NM 02 R 96 54 E 

Udall, T. NM 03 D 12 41 M 

Berkley NV 01 D 12 36 A 

Heller NV 02 R 87 80 L 

Porter NV 03 R 57 54 E 

Bishop, T. NY 01 D 18 41 M 

Israel NY 02 D 18 40 M 

King, P. NY 03 R 64 46 C 

McCarthy, C. NY 04 D 24 41 M 

Ackerman NY 05 D 18 27 A 

Meeks, G. NY 06 D 18 36 M 

Crowley NY 07 D 24 46 M 

Nadler NY 08 D 12 43 M 

Weiner NY 09 D 24 48 M 

Towns NY 10 D 12 46 M 

Clarke NY 11 D 14 32 A 

Velazquez NY 12 D 6 46 M 

Fossella NY 13 R 68 59 E 

Maloney NY 14 D 24 38 M 

Rangel NY 15 D 13 41 M 

Serrano NY 16 D 6 41 A 

Engel NY 17 D 20 51 X 

Lowey NY 18 D 24 36 M 

Hall, J. NY 19 D 12 36 A 

Gillibrand NY 20 D 18 41 M 

McNulty NY 21 D 6 40 A 

Hinchey NY 22 D 6 41 A 

McHugh NY 23 R 44 43 M 

Arcuri NY 24 D 6 36 A 

Walsh NY 25 R 44 54 X 
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Reynolds NY 26 R 70 61 E 

Higgins NY 27 D 13 38 M 

Slaughter NY 28 D 6 41 A 

Kuhl NY 29 R 62 56 E 

Chabot OH 01 R 79 66 E 

Schmidt OH 02 R 79 66 E 

Turner OH 03 R 57 56 E 

Jordan OH 04 R 96 64 L 

Gillmor OH 05 R 46 48 M 

Wilson, C.  OH 06 D 6 40 A 

Hobson OH 07 R 57 51 E 

Boehner OH 08 R 96 64 L 

Kaptur OH 09 D 6 36 A 

Kucinich OH 10 D 0 41 A 

Jones, S. OH 11 D 13 28 A 

Tiberi OH 12 R 66 66 E 

Sutton OH 13 D 12 41 M 

LaTourette OH 14 R 42 61 X 

Pryce, D. OH 15 R 59 54 E 

Regula OH 16 R 53 66 E 

Ryan, T. OH 17 D 6 38 A 

Space OH 18 D 32 41 M 

Sullivan OK 01 R 87 59 E 

Boren OK 02 D 33 59 X 

Lucas OK 03 R 83 51 E 

Cole OK 04 R 87 56 E 

Fallon OK 05 R 87 61 E 

Wu OR 01 D 12 41 M 

Walden OR 02 R 62 46 C 

Blumenauer OR 03 D 24 41 M 

DeFazio OR 04 D 24 36 M 

Hooley OR 05 D 20 41 M 

Brady, R. PA 01 D 20 38 M 

Fattah PA 02 D 20 45 M 

English PA 03 R 53 43 C 

Altmire PA 04 D 6 46 M 

Peterson, J. PA 05 R 79 59 E 

Gerlach PA 06 R 48 51 X 
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Sestak PA 07 D 24 26 A 

Murphy, P. PA 08 D 18 31 A 

Shuster PA 09 R 79 66 E 

Carney PA 10 D 30 46 M 

Kanjorski PA 11 D 27 56 X 

Murtha PA 12 D 24 41 M 

Schwartz, A. PA 13 D 24 36 M 

Doyle PA 14 D 13 38 M 

Dent PA 15 R 62 41 C 

Pitts PA 16 R 91 66 L 

Holden PA 17 D 24 38 M 

Murphy, T. PA 18 R 53 54 E 

Platts PA 19 R 53 51 E 

Kennedy, P. RI 01 D 6 32 A 

Langevin RI 02 D 18 36 M 

Brown, H. SC 01 R 82 56 E 

Wilson, J. SC 02 R 87 61 E 

Barrett SC 03 R 96 66 L 

Inglis SC 04 R 83 66 E 

Spratt SC 05 D 12 38 A 

Clyburn SC 06 D 12 22 A 

Herseth-Sandlin SD 01 D 30 36 M 

Davis, David TN 01 R 95 64 L 

Duncan TN 02 R 86 80 L 

Wamp TN 03 R 79 71 E 

Davis, L. TN 04 D 24 56 X 

Cooper TN 05 D 53 31 C 

Gordon TN 06 D 30 51 X 

Blackburn TN 07 R 96 66 L 

Tanner TN 08 D 36 43 M 

Cohen TN 09 D 12 38 A 

Gohmert TX 01 R 87 61 E 

Poe TX 02 R 91 69 L 

Johnson, Sam TX 03 R 91 67 L 

Hall, R. TX 04 R 87 66 L 

Hensarling TX 05 R 96 71 L 

Barton TX 06 R 96 66 L 

Culberson TX 07 R 91 67 L 
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Brady, K. TX 08 R 96 73 L 

Green, A. TX 09 D 18 46 M 

McCaul TX 10 R 86 64 L 

Conaway TX 11 R 96 61 L 

Granger TX 12 R 91 71 L 

Thornberry TX 13 R 96 66 L 

Paul TX 14 R 84 93 L 

Hinojosa TX 15 D 32 28 M 

Reyes TX 16 D 19 43 M 

Edwards TX 17 D 32 46 M 

Jackson-Lee, S. TX 18 D 18 46 M 

Neugebauer TX 19 R 96 71 L 

Gonzalez TX 20 D 30 41 M 

Smith, L. TX 21 R 82 61 E 

Lampson TX 22 D 28 42 M 

Rodriguez  TX 23 D 24 46 M 

Marchant TX 24 R 91 66 L 

Doggett  TX 25 D 24 36 M 

Burgess TX 26 R 91 56 E 

Ortiz TX 27 D 24 47 M 

Cuellar TX 28 D 30 31 M 

Green, G. TX 29 D 18 41 M 

Johnson, E. TX 30 D 28 34 M 

Carter TX 31 R 91 59 L 

Sessions, P. TX 32 R 90 67 L 

Bishop, R. UT 01 R 85 60 E 

Matheson UT 02 D 36 36 M 

Cannon UT 03 R 95 61 L 

Davis, Jo Ann VA 01 R       

Wittman VA 01 R       

Drake VA 02 R 87 66 L 

Scott, R. VA 03 D 18 41 M 

Forbes VA 04 R 73 67 E 

Goode VA 05 R 66 71 E 

Goodlatte VA 06 R 79 71 E 

Cantor VA 07 R 91 67 L 

Moran, James VA 08 D 19 36 M 

Boucher VA 09 D 18 38 M 
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Wolf VA 10 R 36 61 X 

Davis, T. VA 11 R 70 51 E 

Welch  VT 01 D 6 41 A 

Inslee WA 01 D 18 43 M 

Larsen, R. WA 02 D 24 36 M 

Baird WA 03 D 24 22 A 

Hastings, D. WA 04 R 91 69 L 

Rodgers  WA 05 R 70 69 E 

Dicks WA 06 D 24 38 M 

McDermott WA 07 D 24 36 M 

Reichert WA 08 R 42 46 M 

Smith, Adam WA 09 D 24 26 A 

Ryan, P. WI 01 R 91 56 E 

Baldwin WI 02 D 6 41 A 

Kind WI 03 D 24 41 M 

Moore, G. WI 04 D 13 41 M 

Sensenbrenner WI 05 R 96 66 L 

Petri WI 06 R 66 66 E 

Obey WI 07 D 12 41 M 

Kagan WI 08 D 12 43 M 

Mollohan WV 01 D 25 36 M 

Capito WV 02 R 48 69 X 

Rahall WV 03 D 24 41 M 

Cubin WY 01 R 92 34 C 
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Table 3. U.S. Senate           

      Econ Pers Class 

Murkowski AK R 72 54 E 

Stevens AK R 71 69 E 

Sessions AL R 100 64 L 

Shelby AL R 91 64 L 

Lincoln AR D 17 46 M 

Pryor AR D 22 39 M 

Kyl AZ R 95 69 L 

McCain AZ R 91 69 L 

Boxer CA D 0 36 A 

Feinstein CA D 6 29 A 

Allard CO R 100 59 L 

Salazar CO D 16 44 M 

Dodd CT D 0 41 A 

Lieberman CT I 17 39 M 

Biden DE D 0 49 A 

Carper DE D 18 44 M 

Martinez FL R 91 69 L 

Nelson, Bill FL D 16 39 M 

Chambliss GA R 91 59 E 

Isakson GA R 95 68 L 

Akaka HI D 0 44 A 

Inouye HI D 6 36 A 

Grassley IA R 82 59 E 

Harkin IA D 5 39 A 

Craig ID R 85 70 L 

Crapo ID R 86 59 E 

Durbin IL D 5 29 A 

Obama IL D 8 49 M 

Bayh IN D 22 39 M 

Lugar IN R 77 74 L 

Brownback KS R 100 73 L 

Roberts KS R 90 59 E 

Bunning KY R 95 59 L 

McConnell KY R 100 59 L 

Landrieu LA D 27 31 M 
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Vitter LA R 95 62 L 

Kennedy MA D 6 41 A 

Kerry MA D 11 49 M 

Cardin MD D 5 39 A 

Mikulski MD D 5 39 A 

Collins ME R 54 49 C 

Snowe ME R 54 49 C 

Levin MI D 11 24 A 

Stabenow MI D 5 29 A 

Coleman MN R 61 64 E 

Klobacher MN D 0 44 A 

Bond MO R 81 64 E 

McCaskill MO D 16 34 M 

Cochran MS R 91 59 E 

Lott MS R 86 79 L 

Baucus MT D 16 34 M 

Tester MT D 11 34 A 

Burr NC R 100 69 L 

Dole NC R 85 59 E 

Conrad ND D 11 44 M 

Dorgan ND D 0 29 A 

Hagel NE R 86 90 L 

Nelson, Ben NE D 33 34 M 

Gregg NH R 91 69 L 

Sununu NH R 86 54 E 

Lautenberg NJ D 11 29 A 

Menendez NJ D 5 36 A 

Bingaman NM D 6 41 A 

Domenici NM R 71 68 E 

Ensign NV R 95 64 L 

Reid, H. NV D 5 34 A 

Clinton NY D 0 26 A 

Schumer NY D 5 27 A 

Brown, S. OH D 0 41 A 

Voinovich OH R 72 44 C 

Coburn OK R 100 64 L 

Inhofe OK R 95 59 L 

Smith OR R 58 74 E 
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Wyden OR D 11 44 M 

Casey PA D 0 39 A 

Specter PA R 54 49 C 

Reed, J. RI D 0 34 A 

Whitehorse RI D 0 34 A 

DeMint SC R 100 69 L 

Graham SC R 91 68 L 

Johnson SD D 18 22 A 

Thune SD R 91 64 L 

Alexander TN R 82 64 E 

Corker TN R 82 64 E 

Cornyn TX R 95 69 L 

Hutchison TX R 86 79 L 

Bennett UT R 91 69 L 

Hatch UT R 82 72 L 

Warner VA R 71 66 E 

Webb VA D 34 39 M 

Leahy VT D 0 44 A 

Sanders VT I 0 39 A 

Cantwell WA D 16 44 M 

Murray WA D 5 34 A 

Feingold WI D 16 39 M 

Kohl WI D 5 39 A 

Byrd WV D 5 38 A 

Rockefeller WV D 6 24 A 

Barasso [1] WY R 87 66 L 

Enzi WY R 100 54 L 

Thomas [1] WY R 100 39 C 

[1] Barasso replaced Thomas during 
2007           
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Table 4. Senate Economic Votes. 

Vote Description Bill#  Amnd# For Against 
RLC 

Position 

5 Table (kill) amendment to require disclosure of earmark 

sponsors and recipients S. 1 S.Amdt. 11 
45 51 N 

22 Invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on amendment to 

provide expedited consideration of up to four presidential 

rescission packages a year H.R. 2 S.Amdt. 101 

49 48 Y 

23 Invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on bill to inrease the 

minimum wage to $7.25 per hour over two years H.R. 2 

  54 43 N 

26 Waive Budget Act to allow individuals and families to pay 

health plan premiums through high-deductible health 

savings accounts H.R. 2 S.Amdt. 154 

47 48 Y 

60 Table (kill) amendment to strike a provision to extend 

collective bargaining rights to Transportation Security 

Administration screeners S. 4 S.Amdt. 314 

51 46 N 

85 Exclude extending 2001 and '03 tax cuts from 60-vote 

budget point of order S.Con.Res. 21 S.Amdt. 466 
46 52 Y 

94 Raise discretionary spending by $44.2 billion and raise top 

marginal tax rates on incomes exceeding $1 million S.Con.Res. 21 S.Amdt. 545 
38 58 N 

102 Adjust budget resolution to allow estate tax exemption to 

be set at $5 million, indexed for inflation, and top estate tax 

rate to be set at 35 percent by 2010 S.Con.Res. 21 S.Amdt. 583 

48 51 Y 

113 Adjust budget resolution to allow for reduction of 

alternative minimum tax rate from 28 to to 24 percent S.Con.Res. 21 S.Amdt. 606 
49 50 Y 

132 Invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on bill to allow Dpt of 

Health and Human Services to negotiate drug prices under 

Medicare Part D S. 3 

  55 42 N 

166 Require Corps of Engineers include impact of global 

climate change in any relevant study of water resource 

projects H.R. 1495 S.Amdt. 1094 

51 42 N 

212 Authorize Virginia to conduct natural gas drilling and 

exploration in its coastal zone H.R. 6 S.Amdt. 1566 
43 44 Y 

225 Invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on bill that to 

overhaul energy policy and increase Corporate Average 

Fuel Economy standards to 35 miles per gallon by 2020 H.R. 6 

  62 32 N 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN00001:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00011:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR00002:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00101:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR00002:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR00002:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00154:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN00004:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00314:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SC00021:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00466:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SC00021:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00545:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SC00021:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00583:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SC00021:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00606:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN00003:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR01495:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP01094:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR00006:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP01566:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR00006:
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307 Reauthorize State Children's Health Insurance Program 

(SCHIP) at $60.2 billion for five years, expanding the 

program by $35.2 billion, and increase federal tax on 

cigarettes by 61 cents to $1 per pack and raise taxes on 

other tobacco products 
H.R. 976 

  68 31 N 

315 Prohibit Dpt of Veterans Affairs from competitive sourcing 

studies H.R. 2642 S.Amdt. 2673 
52 39 N 

334 Transportation, HUD Appropriations/Table (kill) 

amendment to bar funds to implement Davis-Bacon Act H.R. 3074 S.Amdt. 2844 
56 37 N 

377 Table (kill) amendment to bar use of funds for museum 

memorializing 1969 Woodstock music festival H.R. 3043 S.Amdt. 3321 
42 52 N 

395 Phase out per-passenger subsidy for Amtrak routes S. 294 S.Amdt. 3453 28 66 Y 

406 Override veto of bill to authorize $23.2 billion for water 

resource projects and studies H.R. 1495 
  79 14 N 

413 Approve United States-Peru FTA H.R. 3688 

  77 18 Y 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR00976:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR02642:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP02673:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR03074:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP02844:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR03043:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP03321:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN00294:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP03453:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR01495:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR03688:
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Table 6. Senate Personal Liberties Votes. 

Vote Description Bill#  Amnd# For Against 
RLC 

Position 

127 Allow use of federal funds in research on embryonic stem 

cell lines derived from surplus embryos at in vitro 

fertilization clinics S. 5 

  63 34 Y 

128 Allow federal funding for stem cell research only if it does 

not result in the destruction of human embryos or the 

creation of human embryos for research purposes S. 30 

  70 28 Y 

150 Invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on amendment to 

allow importation of pharmaceutical drugs S. 1082 S.Amdt. 990 
63 28 Y 

174 Strike provision to create temporary worker visa progra S. 1348 S.Amdt. 1153 31 64 N 

175 Lower annual visa quota for guest workers from 400,000 to 

200,000 per year S. 1348 S.Amdt. 1169 
74 24 N 

180 Strike provision to create a path to citizenship for illegal 

aliens S. 1348 S.Amdt. 1157 
29 66 N 

184 Require government-issued photo identification before 

casting a ballot for any federal election S. 1348 S.Amdt. 1170 
41 52 Y 

189 Remove requirement that non-immigrant visa holders leave 

the United States before they can renew their visa S. 1348 S.Amdt. 1267 
41 57 Y 

227 Invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on bill that would 

allow union organizers to bypass secret-ballot elections H.R. 800 
  51 48 N 

243 Limit length of troop deployments in Iraq, allowing 

president to waive provision in times of national emergency H.R. 1585 S.Amdt. 2032 
52 45 Y 

258 Waive Budget Act to bar Federal Communications 

Commission from reinstating Fairness Doctrine H.R. 2669 S.Amdt. 2334 
49 48 Y 

318 Bar funds to any organization that supports or manages 

coercive abortion or involuntary sterilization H.R. 2764 S.Amdt. 2707 
48 45 Y 

319 Repeal Mexico City policy, which bars U.S. aid to 

organizations that perform or promote abortions H.R. 2764 S.Amdt. 2719 
53 41 N 

321 Bar funds to any organization that requires registration of, 

or taxes a gun owned by a U.S. citizen H.R. 2764 S.Amdt. 2774 
81 10 Y 

337 Increase amount for private college maximum assistance to 

match public college assistance H.R. 1124 S.Amdt. 2888 
38 59 Y 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN00005:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN00030:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN01082:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP00990:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN01348:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP01153:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN01348:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP01169:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN01348:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP01157:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN01348:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP01170:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN01348:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP01267:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR00800:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR01585:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP02032:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR02669:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP02334:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR02764:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP02707:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR02764:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP02719:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR02764:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP02774:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR01124:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP02888:
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339 Invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on bill to grant seats 

in House of Representatives to D.C. and Utah S. 1257 
  57 42 N 

349 Express sense of Senate that it is in critical national interest 

of U.S. to prevent Iran from turning Shiite militia 

extremists in Iraq into a Hezbollah-like force H.R. 1585 S.Amdt. 3017 

76 22 N 

350 Invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on amendment to 

make violent crimes based on the victim's race, color, 

religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender 

identity or disability punishable by a fine and up to 10 

years in prison, and punishable by a life sentence if the 

victim dies, is kidnapped or subjected to aggravated sexual 

abuse H.R. 1585 S.Amdt. 3035 

60 39 N 

370 To table (kill) amendment that would prohibit the use of 

funds for jurisdictions that prohibit local law enforcement 

from cooperating with federal agencies looking for illegal 

immigrants 
H.R. 3093 S.Amdt. 3277 

52 42 Y 

422 Limit malpractice liability of obstetricians and 

gynecologists who practice in towns of 20,000 people or 

fewer H.R. 2419 S.Amdt. 3673 

41 53 Y 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SN01257:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR01585:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP03017:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR01585:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP03035:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:HR02419:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:SP03673:
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Table 7. House Economic Votes. 

Vote Description Bill#  Amnd# For Against 
RLC 

Position 

18 Increase the federal minimum wage over two years, from 

$5.15 to $7.25 an hour H R 2  

  315 116 N 

23 Authorize Dpt of Health and Human Services to negotiate 

drug prices under Medicare Part D H R 4  

  255 170 N 

210 Budget Resolution/Progressive Caucus subsitute/increase 

non-defense discretionary spending, cut defense spending, 

repeal 2001 and '03 tax cuts for top 1 percent of 

households, and increase corporate taxes H CON RES 99 H.AMDT.83 

81 340 N 

211 Budget Resolution/Republican substitute/Freeze 

discretionary spending, reduce mandatory spending, and 

extend 2001 and '03 tax cuts H CON RES 99 H.AMDT.84 

160 268 Y 

288 Direct National Science Foundation to develop educational 

materials regarding climate change H R 1867  H.AMDT.128 
252 165 N 

328 To proceed to closed session to discuss earmarks in the 

fiscal 2008 intelligence authorization H RES 342    
207 217 Y 

404 Suspend the rules and pass bill to prohibit fuel price 

gouging H R 1252  

  284 141 N 

553 Strike provision prohibiting funds for new offshore oil and 

natural gas leases H R 2643  H.AMDT.407 
167 264 Y 

574 Bar funds for final regulations regarding leasing for oil 

shale reserves H R 2643  H.AMDT.449 
219 215 N 

593 Bar funds for "Home of the Perfect Christmas Tree" project H R 2829  H.AMDT.472 249 174 Y 

646 Strike provision to bar funds for public-private 

competitions H R 3043  H.AMDT.519 
173 251 Y 

693 Strike operating subsidy grants for Amtrak H R 3074  H.AMDT.600 94 328 Y 

712 Transportation, HUD Appropriations/Bar funds to 

implement Davis-Bacon Act requirements H R 3074  H.AMDT.638 
148 278 Y 

749 Permit U.S. exporters to accept payments from Cuba for 

agricultural products H R 2419  H.AMDT.707 
182 245 Y 

982 Override veto of bill to expand State Children's Health 

Insurance Program by $35 billion to $60 billion over five 

years, and increase federal tax on cigarettes by 61 cents to 

$1 per pack and raise taxes on other tobacco products H R 976  

  273 156 N 


