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The 2006 Liberty Index of Congress 
 
 

House Republicans Devolve 
By Clifford F. Thies 

 
 
It was in commenting on the 2004 Liberty Index of Congress that I first noticed that the political 
orientation of the U.S. Congress started shifting away from proto-libertarianism versus socialism, or ς as 
Ronald Reagan put it, from ŀƴ άǳǇ-Řƻǿƴέ ŀȄƛǎ ς back to an old-fashioned left-right axis.  In the 2005 
Liberty Index, the return of left-right politics had become significant, with House Republicans being 12 
points inferior to House Democrats on personal liberties, while being superior to House Democrats on 
economic liberties.  Now, with the 2006 Liberty Index, it is clear that the House Republicans have 
devolved into little more than an assortment of corrupt, pork-barreling, social conservatives.  House 
Republicans are today substantially inferior to House Democrats on personal liberties, the difference 
ballooning to 25 points; again, while being better than House Democrats on economic liberties.  The 
number of Congressmen ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ά[ƛōŜǊǘŀǊƛŀƴέ ƻǊ ŀǎ ά9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǊǎέ Ƙŀǎ ŘǿƛƴŘƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 
mere handful, from numbers that had, prior to the invasion of Iraq, dominated the House Republican 
caucus.  Only four members of the House of Representatives warrant the title of Libertarian, these being 
Jeff Flake of Arizona, our four-time repeat #1 Congressman; Ron Paul, who has finished #1 or #2 every 
year since returning to Congress; Jim Kolbe of Arizona, now retired; and, Dana Rohrabacher of 
California; who has always done well in our index.  Our decision, back in 2003, to oppose the 
authorization of the use of force in Iraq, and our call every year since for an exit strategy, has been 
ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ  .ǳǎƘ ǊƛǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Lraqi 
CǊŜŜŘƻƳΣέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ now lost the coalition of mainstream libertarians and conservatives that we had 
forged, along with our majorities in the U.S. Congress and the state legislatures of the country.  At one 
level of analysis, a protracted war is death at the polls, as voters become increasingly soured on the 
party in power.  At another level of analysis, a protracted war affects the psyche of the electorate, 
turning it inward, defensive and pessimistic, all of which are antithetical to the openness and optimism 
characteristic of a free society. 
 
Constructing the Liberty Index 
 
As in all prior editions of the Liberty Index, the 2006 index is based on eighty roll-call votes, twenty in 
each chamber in the area of economic liberties and twenty in each chamber in the area of personal 
liberties.  In the economic liberties component of the index, the votes cover taxing, spending and 
regulation, as well as agricultural, trade, labor, energy and environmental policies.  The twenty votes are 
selected to span the entire range of economic issues, not over-represent any particular area, and to 
include a mix of easy, difficult and middling votes.  I make the final decisions as to the exact list of votes, 
following a process that involves circulating an initial, proposed list of votes among a small and evolving 
group of persons each of which either is currently or was formerly associated with the Republican 
Liberty Caucus.  In this process, I try to accommodate all the concerns expressed, which I am often able 
to do.  But, sometimes, an element of compromise is required.  I have never had a major problem with 
assembling the list of economic votes.  This year, for the second time, I had a minor problem; this one 
being an unexciting list of votes in the Senate. 
 
In the personal liberties component of the index, votes cover freedom of speech and of religion, the 
right to keep and bear arms, equal rights, due process, transparency in government, a non-
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interventionist foreign policy, and respect for privacy and for the family and local government.  Some of 
these concerns align with the liberal perspective, and some with the conservative perspective.  Yet other 
concerns are embraced by neither liberals nor conservatives.  Because of the uniqueness of the 
Republican Liberty viewpoint, assembling a representative and balanced list of personal liberties votes 
Ƙŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀ άǎȅƴǘƘŜǘƛŎέ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ 
Liberty position by including off-setting liberal and conservative votes, e.g., one vote in which access to 
abortion by adults is supported and another in which parental notification regarding access to abortion 
of non-emancipated minors is supported (note: the RLC takes no position on abortion other than 
opposing funding, but given that abortion is legal, the index has opposed making access more 
burdensome than comparable medical procedures). 
 
Some Interesting Votes 
 
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǾƻǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ Lƴdex include House votes on horse meat and 
on emergency evacuation of pets.  As libertarians, we tend to believe that the government should not 
regulate what people put into their bodies.  House vote #433 making human consumption of horse meat 
illegal passed overwhelmingly, reflecting that few people have any qualms about using the government 
to force their prejudices onto other people.  Perhaps we should take a vote on skirt lengths, whether 
men should have beards, and which paint colors should be used in pŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ 
 
House vote #178 was to direct FEMA to develop plans for the evacuation of pets during emergencies.  It 
passed 349 to 24.  It is naïve to think the purpose of taxing and redistributing wealth will long be to 
benefit the poor.  In the end, the purpose of taxing and redistributing wealth will be to benefit the 
ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǎ ŀǊŜΦ  hǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
increasingly pursue the inane idea that everybody can live at the expense of somebody else. 
 
Also among the House votes are two trade measures, one dealing with Oman (#392) and the other with 
Vietnam (#519).  Some might think it curious that the vote to free up trade with Vietnam passed with a 
larger majority than the vote to free up trade with Oman.  The simple explanation for this outcome is 
that Democrats are o.k. with free trade with countries like Cuba and Vietnam, but not with countries like 
Colombia and Oman.  That should tell you something. 
 
Over in the Senate, vote #136 concerned setting a legal minimum wage for aliens in agriculture equal to 
άǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǿŀƎŜǎΦέ  The Democrats voted against this bill, because they knew it would not be in the 
interest of aliens to be prohibited by such a legal minimum wage from competing in the marketplace.  
Conversely, the Republicans who opposed comprehensive immigration reform all voted for this legal 
minimum wage bill because they wanted to take away the ability of aliens to compete in the 
marketplace.  So, it turns out politicians really do understand that legal minimum wage laws hurt the 
very people they ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘƭȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜΦ 
 
In the House, there were three perfect scores of 100 in the economics component of the index: Flake, 
Lynn Westmoreland of Georgia and Brian Bilbray of California.  Four others got only one vote wrong, 
Chris Cannon of Utah, Jeb Hensarling of Texas, Randy Neugebauer of Texas, and John Shadegg of 
Arizona, one because of the pet evacuation vote, another because of a FEMA vote, and two because of a 
vote to establish a federal program to benefit the wine and grape industry.  Fifty-three Democrats got 
exactly zero in the economics component of the index, and another 44 got only one vote correct.  There 
can be no doubt as to what these people are going to do, if and when they consolidate power. 
 



3 
 

In the House, there were no perfect scores in the personal liberties component of the index.  Nor were 
there any zeros.  Paul again finished tops in this category, followed closely by Flake and Kolbe.  David 
Obey of Wisconsin, a Democrat, was fourth, followed by 38 other Democrats and an independent who 
caucuses with the Democrats.   The bottom 44 scores were all registered by Republicans. 
 
As in several recent years, I am reluctant to draw any conclusions based on the Senate votes.  Nominally, 
eight Senators, all Republicans, are described as Libertarian: Martinez (FL), Craig (ID), Hagel (NE), Lugar 
(IN), Brownback (KS), Enzi (WY), Sununu (NH) and McCain (AZ).  But, results in the Senate seem this year 
as in other recent years to be inordinately affected by partisanship.  Differences among Senators may, 
therefore, be exaggerated and should probably be viewed with caution. 
 
 

#          #          # 
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Table 1. Summary Statistics. 

  House House House Senate Senate Senate 

    Rep Dem[1]   Rep Dem[2] 

Economic (ave.) 45 73 14 53 90 7 

Personal (ave.) 47 36 61 51 52 50 

Libertarian (L) (#) 4 4 0 8 8 0 

Enterpriser (E) (#) 13 10 3 12 12 0 

Conservative (C) (#) 213 210 3 32 32 0 

Moderate (M) (#) 27 7 20 10 0 10 

Liberal (X) (#) 175 0 175 21 3 18 

Authoritarian (A) (#) 1 0 1 17 0 17 

[1] treating Sanders (I-VT) as a Democrat 
[2] treating Jeffords (I-VT) as a Democrat 
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Table 2. U.S. House of Representatives 

        Econ Pers Class 

Young, D. AK 01 R 56 67  C 

Bonner AL 01 R 55 67  C 

Everett AL 02 R 52 67  C 

Rogers, Mike D. AL 03 R 49 67  C 

Aderholt AL 04 R 44 67  C 

Cramer AL 05 D 42 77  M 

Bachus, S. AL 06 R 56 67  C 

Davis, A. AL 07 D 38 88  X 

Berry AR 01 D 39 77  M 

Snyder AR 02 D 47 88  X 

Boozman AR 03 R 58 67  C 

Ross AR 04 D 44 88  X 

Renzi AZ 01 R 45 67  C 

Franks, T. AZ 02 R 64 67  C 

Shadegg AZ 03 R 66 67  C 

Pastor AZ 04 D 36 88  X 

Hayworth AZ 05 R 55 67  C 

Flake AZ 06 R 89 76  L 

Grijalva AZ 07 D 36 88  X 

Kolbe AZ 08 R 82 76  L 

Thompson, M. CA 01 D 40 88  X 

Herger CA 02 R 61 67  C 

Lungren CA 03 R 59 67  C 

Doolittle CA 04 R 55 67  C 

Matsui, D. CA 05 D 34 88  X 

Woolsey CA 06 D 33 88  X 

Miller, George CA 07 D 36 88  X 

Pelosi CA 08 D 32 88  X 

Lee CA 09 D 36 88  X 

Tauscher CA 10 D 43 88  X 

Pombo CA 11 R 57 67  C 

Lantos CA 12 D 30 88  X 

Stark CA 13 D 33 88  X 

Eshoo CA 14 D 37 88  X 

Honda CA 15 D 40 88  X 

Lofgren CA 16 D 35 88  X 

Farr CA 17 D 34 88  X 

Cardoza CA 18 D 48 88  X 

Radanovich CA 19 R 56 67  C 

Costa CA 20 D 56 88  X 

Nunes CA 21 R 53 67  C 

Thomas, B. CA 22 R 56 67  C 



6 
 

Capps CA 23 D 34 88  X 

Gallegly CA 24 R 49 67  C 

McKeon CA 25 R 54 67  C 

Dreier CA 26 R 58 67  C 

Sherman CA 27 D 34 88  X 

Berman CA 28 D 34 88  X 

Schiff CA 29 D 38 88  X 

Waxman CA 30 D 33 88  X 

Becerra CA 31 D 32 88  X 

Solis CA 32 D 31 88  X 

Watson CA 33 D 38 88  X 

Roybal-Allard CA 34 D 31 88  X 

Waters CA 35 D 35 88  X 

Harman CA 36 D 40 88  X 

Millender-
McDonald CA 37 D 34 88  X 

Napolitano CA 38 D 31 88  X 

Sanchez, Linda CA 39 D 37 88  X 

Royce CA 40 R 65 67  C 

Lewis, Jerry CA 41 R 50 67  C 

Miller, Gary CA 42 R 55 67  C 

Baca CA 43 D 31 88  X 

Calvert CA 44 R 49 67  C 

Bono CA 45 R 51 67  C 

Rohrabacher CA 46 R 77 76  L 

Sanchez, Loretta CA 47 D 38 88  X 

Campbell CA 48 R 71 69  E 

Issa CA 49 R 55 67  C 

Bilbray CA 50 R 69 67  C 

Filner CA 51 D 44 88  X 

Hunter CA 52 R 52 67  C 

Davis, S. CA 53 D 42 88  X 

DeGette CO 01 D 38 88  X 

Udall, M. CO 02 D 42 88  X 

Salazar, J. CO 03 D 45 88  X 

Musgrave CO 04 R 62 67  C 

Hefley CO 05 R 58 67  C 

Tancredo CO 06 R 65 67  C 

Beauprez CO 07 R 61 67  C 

Larson, J. CT 01 D 32 88  X 

Simmons CT 02 R 40 77  M 

DeLauro CT 03 D 29 88  X 

Shays CT 04 R 50 67  C 

Johnson, N. CT 05 R 46 67  C 

Castle DE 01 R 52 67  C 
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Miller, J. FL 01 R 54 67  C 

Boyd FL 02 D 51 88  X 

Brown, C. FL 03 D 31 88  X 

Crenshaw FL 04 R 49 67  C 

Brown-Waite FL 05 R 56 67  C 

Stearns FL 06 R 61 67  C 

Mica FL 07 R 54 67  C 

Keller FL 08 R 52 67  C 

Bilirakis FL 09 R 55 67  C 

Young, C.W. FL 10 R 46 67  C 

Davis, Jim FL 11 D 42 88  X 

Putnam FL 12 R 61 67  C 

Harris FL 13 R 51 67  C 

Mack FL 14 R 64 67  C 

Weldon, D. FL 15 R 51 67  C 

Foley FL 16 R 55 67  C 

Meek, K. FL 17 D 30 88  X 

Ros-Lehtinen FL 18 R 51 67  C 

Wexler FL 19 D 35 88  X 

Wasserman-
Schultz FL 20 D 29 88  X 

Diaz-Balart, L. FL 21 R 53 67  C 

Shaw FL 22 R 50 67  C 

Hastings, A. FL 23 D 29 88  X 

Feeney FL 24 R 65 67  C 

Diaz-Balart, M. FL 25 R 54 67  C 

Kingston GA 01 R 62 67  C 

Bishop, S. GA 02 D 44 88  X 

Marshall GA 03 D 36 77  M 

McKinney GA 04 D 39 88  X 

Lewis, John GA 05 D 33 88  X 

Price, T. GA 06 R 63 67  C 

Linder GA 07 R 61 67  C 

Westmoreland GA 08 R 73 67  C 

Norwood GA 09 R 66 67  C 

Deal GA 10 R 58 67  C 

Gingrey GA 11 R 61 67  C 

Barrow GA 12 D 42 77  M 

Scott, D. GA 13 D 36 88  X 

Abercrombie HI 01 D 41 88  X 

Case HI 02 D 37 77  M 

Nussle IA 01 R 48 67  C 

Leach IA 02 R 55 69  E 

Boswell IA 03 D 41 88  X 

Latham IA 04 R 52 67  C 
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King, S. IA 05 R 68 67  C 

Otter ID 01 R 74 69  E 

Simpson ID 02 R 51 67  C 

Rush IL 01 D 33 88  X 

Jackson, J. IL 02 D 33 88  X 

Lipinski IL 03 D 26 77  M 

Gutierrez IL 04 D 25 65  A 

Emanuel IL 05 D 27 77  M 

Hyde IL 06 R 49 67  C 

Davis, D. IL 07 D 31 88  X 

Bean IL 08 D 55 69  E 

Schakowsky IL 09 D 36 88  X 

Kirk IL 10 R 40 67  C 

Weller IL 11 R 45 67  C 

Costello IL 12 D 28 77  M 

Biggert IL 13 R 55 67  C 

Hastert IL 14 R       

Johnson, Timothy IL 15 R 53 67  C 

Manzullo IL 16 R 62 69  E 

Evans IL 17 D 29 88  X 

LaHood IL 18 R 49 67  C 

Shimkus IL 19 R 56 67  C 

Visclosky IN 01 D 33 88  X 

Chocola IN 02 R 62 67  C 

Souder IN 03 R 49 67  C 

Buyer IN 04 R 58 67  C 

Burton IN 05 R 60 67  C 

Pence IN 06 R 63 67  C 

Carson, J. IN 07 D 35 88  X 

Hostettler IN 08 R 70 69  E 

Sodrel IN 09 R 60 67  C 

Moran, Jerry KS 01 R 60 67  C 

Ryun, J. KS 02 R 58 67  C 

Moore, D. KS 03 D 41 88  X 

Tiahrt KS 04 R 53 67  C 

Whitfield KY 01 R 52 67  C 

Lewis, R. KY 02 R 52 67  C 

Northup KY 03 R 48 67  C 

Davis, G. KY 04 R 52 67  C 

Rogers, H. KY 05 R 48 67  C 

Chandler KY 06 D 29 77  M 

Jindal LA 01 R 54 67  C 

Jefferson LA 02 D 54 88  X 

Melancon LA 03 D 42 77  M 
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McCrery LA 04 R 61 67  C 

Alexander, R. LA 05 R 55 67  C 

Baker LA 06 R 63 67  C 

Boustany LA 07 R 55 67  C 

Olver MA 01 D 41 88  X 

Neal MA 02 D 37 88  X 

McGovern MA 03 D 39 88  X 

Frank, B. MA 04 D 43 88  X 

Meehan MA 05 D 36 88  X 

Tierney MA 06 D 40 88  X 

Markey MA 07 D 33 88  X 

Capuano MA 08 D 38 88  X 

Lynch MA 09 D 32 88  X 

Delahunt MA 10 D 41 88  X 

Gilchrest MD 01 R 52 67  C 

Ruppersberger MD 02 D 38 88  X 

Cardin MD 03 D 36 88  X 

Wynn MD 04 D 33 88  X 

Hoyer MD 05 D 34 88  X 

Bartlett MD 06 R 54 67  C 

Cummings MD 07 D 29 88  X 

Van Hollen MD 08 D 38 88  X 

Allen, T. ME 01 D 42 88  X 

Michaud ME 02 D 34 88  X 

Stupak MI 01 D 32 88  X 

Hoekstra MI 02 R 58 67  C 

Ehlers MI 03 R 53 67  C 

Camp MI 04 R 54 67  C 

Kildee MI 05 D 35 88  X 

Upton MI 06 R 45 67  C 

Schwarz, J. MI 07 R 48 67  C 

Rogers, Mike MI 08 R 47 67  C 

Knollenberg MI 09 R 52 67  C 

Miller, C. MI 10 R 55 67  C 

McCotter MI 11 R 43 67  C 

Levin, S. MI 12 D 32 88  X 

Kilpatrick MI 13 D 30 88  X 

Conyers MI 14 D 33 88  X 

Dingell MI 15 D 33 88  X 

Gutknecht MN 01 R 64 67  C 

Kline MN 02 R 62 67  C 

Ramstad MN 03 R 56 67  C 

McCollum MN 04 D 34 88  X 

Sabo MN 05 D 39 88  X 
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Kennedy, M. MN 06 R 45 67  C 

Peterson, C. MN 07 D 38 77  M 

Oberstar MN 08 D 35 88  X 

Clay MO 01 D 44 88  X 

Akin MO 02 R 62 67  C 

Carnahan MO 03 D 37 88  X 

Skelton MO 04 D 47 88  X 

Cleaver MO 05 D 27 88  X 

Graves MO 06 R 52 67  C 

Blunt MO 07 R 58 67  C 

Emerson MO 08 R 47 67  C 

Hulshof MO 09 R 55 67  C 

Wicker MS 01 R 56 67  C 

Thompson, B. MS 02 D 30 77  M 

Pickering MS 03 R 53 67  C 

Taylor, G. MS 04 D 42 77  M 

Rehberg MT 01 R 60 67  C 

Butterfield NC 01 D 32 88  X 

Etheridge NC 02 D 36 88  X 

Jones, W. NC 03 R 56 69  E 

Price, D. NC 04 D 34 88  X 

Foxx NC 05 R 61 67  C 

Coble NC 06 R 55 67  C 

McIntyre NC 07 D 36 77  M 

Hayes NC 08 R 46 67  C 

Myrick NC 09 R 57 67  C 

McHenry NC 10 R 65 67  C 

Taylor, C. NC 11 R 55 67  C 

Watt NC 12 D 36 88  X 

Miller, B. NC 13 D 31 88  X 

Pomeroy ND 01 D 47 88  X 

Fortenberry NE 01 R 51 67  C 

Terry NE 02 R 57 67  C 

Osborne NE 03 R 53 67  C 

Bradley NH 01 R 48 67  C 

Bass NH 02 R 46 67  C 

Andrews NJ 01 D 39 88  X 

LoBiondo NJ 02 R 33 77  M 

Saxton NJ 03 R 33 77  M 

Smith, C. NJ 04 R 30 77  M 

Garrett NJ 05 R 71 69  E 

Pallone NJ 06 D 28 88  X 

Ferguson NJ 07 R 37 67  C 

Pascrell NJ 08 D 27 88  X 
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Rothman NJ 09 D 32 88  X 

Payne NJ 10 D 34 88  X 

Frelinghuysen NJ 11 R 41 67  C 

Holt NJ 12 D 37 88  X 

Sires NJ 13 D       

Wilson, H. NM 01 R 52 67  C 

Pearce NM 02 R 62 67  C 

Udall, T. NM 03 D 38 88  X 

Berkley NV 01 D 42 88  X 

Gibbons NV 02 R 60 67  C 

Porter NV 03 R 52 67  C 

Bishop, T. NY 01 D 32 88  X 

Israel NY 02 D 39 88  X 

King, P. NY 03 R 44 67  C 

McCarthy NY 04 D 35 88  X 

Ackerman NY 05 D 32 88  X 

Meeks, G. NY 06 D 34 88  X 

Crowley NY 07 D 33 88  X 

Nadler NY 08 D 34 88  X 

Weiner NY 09 D 32 88  X 

Towns NY 10 D 30 88  X 

Owens NY 11 D 30 88  X 

Velazquez NY 12 D 29 88  X 

Fossella NY 13 R 55 67  C 

Maloney NY 14 D 38 88  X 

Rangel NY 15 D 35 88  X 

Serrano NY 16 D 33 88  X 

Engel NY 17 D 28 88  X 

Lowey NY 18 D 32 88  X 

Kelly NY 19 R 44 67  C 

Sweeney NY 20 R 46 67  C 

McNulty NY 21 D 34 88  X 

Hinchey NY 22 D 37 88  X 

McHugh NY 23 R 44 67  C 

Boehlert NY 24 R 42 67  C 

Walsh NY 25 R 38 77  M 

Reynolds NY 26 R 49 67  C 

Higgins NY 27 D 32 88  X 

Slaughter NY 28 D 37 88  X 

Kuhl NY 29 R 46 67  C 

Chabot OH 01 R 54 67  C 

Schmidt OH 02 R 49 67  C 

Turner OH 03 R 43 67  C 

Oxley OH 04 R 54 67  C 
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Gillmor OH 05 R 52 67  C 

Strickland OH 06 D 47 88  X 

Hobson OH 07 R 46 67  C 

Boehner OH 08 R 55 67  C 

Kaptur OH 09 D 32 88  X 

Kucinich OH 10 D 41 88  X 

Jones, S. OH 11 D 30 88  X 

Tiberi OH 12 R 50 67  C 

Brown, S. OH 13 D 46 88  X 

LaTourette OH 14 R 44 67  C 

Pryce, D. OH 15 R 56 67  C 

Regula OH 16 R 37 67  C 

Ryan, T. OH 17 D 33 88  X 

Ney OH 18 R 40 67  C 

Sullivan OK 01 R 66 67  C 

Boren OK 02 D 51 67  C 

Lucas OK 03 R 55 67  C 

Cole OK 04 R 55 67  C 

Istook OK 05 R 50 67  C 

Wu OR 01 D 37 88  X 

Walden OR 02 R 53 67  C 

Blumenauer OR 03 D 38 88  X 

DeFazio OR 04 D 40 88  X 

Hooley OR 05 D 43 88  X 

Brady, R. PA 01 D 34 88  X 

Fattah PA 02 D 30 88  X 

English PA 03 R 49 67  C 

Hart PA 04 R 50 67  C 

Peterson, J. PA 05 R 60 67  C 

Gerlach PA 06 R 35 77  M 

Weldon, C. PA 07 R 42 67  C 

Fitzpatrick PA 08 R 31 77  M 

Shuster PA 09 R 57 67  C 

Sherwood PA 10 R 48 67  C 

Kanjorski PA 11 D 36 88  X 

Murtha PA 12 D 40 88  X 

Schwartz, A. PA 13 D 35 88  X 

Doyle PA 14 D 37 88  X 

Dent PA 15 R 46 67  C 

Pitts PA 16 R 64 67  C 

Holden PA 17 D 37 88  X 

Murphy PA 18 R 46 67  C 

Platts PA 19 R 48 67  C 

Kennedy, P. RI 01 D 27 88  X 
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Langevin RI 02 D 42 88  X 

Brown, H. SC 01 R 52 67  C 

Wilson, J. SC 02 R 59 67  C 

Barrett SC 03 R 63 67  C 

Inglis SC 04 R 66 69  E 

Spratt SC 05 D 29 77  M 

Clyburn SC 06 D 34 88  X 

Herseth SD 01 D 45 88  X 

Jenkins TN 01 R 59 67  C 

Duncan TN 02 R 65 67  C 

Wamp TN 03 R 52 67  C 

Davis, L. TN 04 D 42 77  M 

Cooper TN 05 D 52 88  X 

Gordon TN 06 D 48 77  M 

Blackburn TN 07 R 65 67  C 

Tanner TN 08 D 59 69  E 

Ford TN 09 D 50 88  X 

Gohmert TX 01 R 62 67  C 

Poe TX 02 R 65 69  E 

Johnson, Sam TX 03 R 60 67  C 

Hall TX 04 R 51 67  C 

Hensarling TX 05 R 72 67  C 

Barton TX 06 R 65 67  C 

Culberson TX 07 R 55 67  C 

Brady, K. TX 08 R 60 67  C 

Green, A. TX 09 D 37 88  X 

McCaul TX 10 R 55 67  C 

Conaway TX 11 R 66 67  C 

Granger TX 12 R 53 67  C 

Thornberry TX 13 R 65 67  C 

Paul TX 14 R 83 76  L 

Hinojosa TX 15 D 46 88  X 

Reyes TX 16 D 47 88  X 

Edwards TX 17 D 54 69  E 

Jackson-Lee, S. TX 18 D 36 88  X 

Neugebauer TX 19 R 66 67  C 

Gonzalez TX 20 D 38 88  X 

Smith, L. TX 21 R 56 67  C 

DeLay TX 22 R 37 67  C 

Sekula-Gibbs TX 22 R       

Bonilla TX 23 R 53 67  C 

Marchant TX 24 R 64 67  C 

Doggett TX 25 D 36 88  X 

Burgess TX 26 R 50 67  C 
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Ortiz TX 27 D 39 88  X 

Cuellar TX 28 D 47 67  C 

Green, G. TX 29 D 31 77  M 

Johnson, E. TX 30 D 41 88  X 

Carter TX 31 R 56 67  C 

Sessions, P. TX 32 R 63 67  C 

Bishop, R. UT 01 R 58 67  C 

Matheson UT 02 D 50 67  C 

Cannon UT 03 R 73 69  E 

Davis, Jo Ann VA 01 R 39 67  C 

Drake VA 02 R 50 67  C 

Scott, R. VA 03 D 34 88  X 

Forbes VA 04 R 51 67  C 

Goode VA 05 R 46 67  C 

Goodlatte VA 06 R 58 67  C 

Cantor VA 07 R 64 67  C 

Moran, James VA 08 D 38 88  X 

Boucher VA 09 D 30 77  M 

Wolf VA 10 R 37 67  C 

Davis, T. VA 11 R 49 67  C 

Sanders VT 01 I 40 88  X 

Inslee WA 01 D 44 88  X 

Larsen, R. WA 02 D 39 88  X 

Baird WA 03 D 49 88  X 

Hastings, D. WA 04 R 64 67  C 

McMorris WA 05 R 60 67  C 

Dicks WA 06 D 44 88  X 

McDermott WA 07 D 41 88  X 

Reichert WA 08 R 44 67  C 

Smith, A. WA 09 D 49 88  X 

Ryan, P. WI 01 R 66 67  C 

Baldwin WI 02 D 35 88  X 

Kind WI 03 D 44 88  X 

Moore, G. WI 04 D 31 88  X 

Sensenbrenner WI 05 R 60 67  C 

Petri WI 06 R 54 67  C 

Obey WI 07 D 45 88  X 

Green, M. WI 08 R 44 67  C 

Mollohan WV 01 D 38 88  X 

Capito WV 02 R 48 67  C 

Rahall WV 03 D 30 77  M 

Cubin WY 01 R 58 67  C 
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Table 3. U.S. Senate 

      Econ Pers Class 

Murkowski AK R 89 54 E 

Stevens AK R 89 48 C 

Sessions AL R 95 44 C 

Shelby AL R 89 48 C 

Lincoln AR D 14 48 M 

Pryor AR D 14 59 X 

Kyl AZ R 95 40 C 

McCain AZ R 89 61 L 

Boxer CA D 5 44 A 

Feinstein CA D 0 42 A 

Allard CO R 89 48 C 

Salazar CO D 14 51 X 

Dodd CT D 0 42 A 

Lieberman CT D 10 48 M 

Biden DE D 5 55 X 

Carper DE D 23 65 X 

Martinez FL R 100 70 L 

Nelson FL D 23 54 X 

Chambliss GA R 95 48 C 

Isakson GA R 100 48 C 

Akaka HI D 0 48 A 

Inouye HI D 5 48 M 

Grassley IA R 95 44 C 

Harkin IA D 9 44 M 

Craig ID R 94 65 L 

Crapo ID R 95 44 C 

Durbin IL D 0 46 A 

Obama IL D 9 51 X 

Bayh IN D 5 44 A 

Lugar IN R 89 65 L 

Brownback KS R 89 63 L 

Roberts KS R 95 44 C 

Bunning KY R 94 37 C 

McConnell KY R 95 54 E 

Landrieu LA D 15 54 X 

Vitter LA R 100 48 C 

Kennedy MA D 0 48 A 

Kerry MA D 10 54 X 

Mikulski MD D 0 48 A 

Sarbanes MD D 0 44 A 

Collins ME R 47 59 X 
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Snowe ME R 33 63 X 

Levin MI D 5 44 A 

Stabenow MI D 10 44 M 

Coleman MN R 73 48 C 

Dayton MN D 0 37 A 

Bond MO R 95 44 C 

Talent MO R 100 48 C 

Cochran MS R 95 42 C 

Lott MS R 94 51 E 

Baucus MT D 21 48 M 

Burns MT R 95 51 E 

Burr NC R 95 44 C 

Dole NC R 89 44 C 

Conrad ND D 9 63 X 

Dorgan ND D 9 48 M 

Hagel NE R 95 63 L 

Nelson NE D 37 44 M 

Gregg NH R 89 59 E 

Sununu NH R 95 57 L 

Lautenberg NJ D 0 48 A 

Menendez NJ D 5 42 A 

Bingaman NM D 0 54 X 

Domenici NM R 95 48 C 

Ensign NV R 95 44 C 

Reid NV D 5 54 X 

Clinton NY D 14 44 M 

Schumer NY D 5 42 A 

DeWine OH R 68 65 E 

Voinovich OH R 78 65 E 

Coburn OK R 89 42 C 

Inhofe OK R 100 48 C 

Smith OR R 95 54 E 

Wyden OR D 5 48 M 

Santorum PA R 100 44 C 

Specter PA R 78 70 E 

Chafee RI R 36 71 X 

Reed RI D 0 44 A 

DeMint SC R 100 48 C 

Graham SC R 89 44 C 

Johnson SD D 5 65 X 

Thune SD R 100 48 C 

Alexander TN R 95 48 C 

Frist TN R 95 54 E 

Cornyn TX R 100 48 C 
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Hutchison TX R 89 48 C 

Bennett UT R 95 54 E 

Hatch UT R 95 46 C 

Allen VA R 100 48 C 

Warner VA R 84 59 E 

Jeffords VT I 5 57 X 

Leahy VT D 0 54 X 

Cantwell WA D 9 54 X 

Murray WA D 5 54 X 

Feingold WI D 5 54 X 

Kohl WI D 9 65 X 

Byrd WV D 5 42 A 

Rockefeller WV D 5 44 A 

Enzi WY R 100 52 L 

Thomas WY R 100 48 C 
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Table 4. Senate Economic Votes. 

# Roll Call Vote - Description Bill# Amnd# Aye Nay RLC 

17 
Tax Reconciliation/to advise conferees to reject two-year 
extension of capital gains and dividend tax cuts H.R. 4297    47 53 N 

39 Budget Resolution/to incr ed spending by $6.3B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3028  50 50 N 

41 
Budget Resolution/to incr veterans medical services spending by 
$1.5B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3007  46 54 N 

42 Budget Resolution/to incr energy spending by $4B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3039  46 54 N 

43 Budget Resolution/to incr Community Block Grants by $1B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3063  45 53 N 

45 Budget Resolution/to incr first responder spending by $5B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3056  43 55 N 

50 
Budget Resolution/to authorize Secr of HHS to negotiate lower 
drug prices S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3004  54 44 N 

51 Budget Resolution/to incr Amtrak spending by $550M S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3086  44 53 N 

57 
Budget Resolution/to incr Low Income Heating spending by 
$3.3B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3074  51 49 N 

59 Budget Resolution/to incr Homeland Security spending by $8B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3034  43 53 N 

60 Budget Resolution/to incr civil works spending by $2B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3103  48 49 N 

61 Budget Resolution/to incr tribal spending by $1B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3102  49 51 N 

66 Budget Resolution/to incr ag spending by $2B S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3106  48 52 N 

69 
Budget Resolution/to incr after-school programs spending by 
$750M S.Con.Res. 83  S.Amdt. 3105  43 57 N 

81 
Lobbying Overhaul/to kill an amendment to expand definition of 
earmarks (which underlying bill would require disclosure) S. 2349  S.Amdt. 2980  57 41 N 

164 Estate Tax Repeal/cloture H.R. 8    57 41 Y 

179 Defense Auth/to raise the federal minimum wage S. 2766  S.Amdt. 4322  52 46 N 

190 U.S.-Oman Free Trade Area S. 3569    60 34 N 

209 Water Resources Devel Reauth/to require peer review of projects S. 728  S.Amdt. 4682  49 51 Y 

219 Gulf of Mexico off-shore drilling S. 3711    71 25 Y 
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Table 5. Senate Personal Liberties votes. 

# Roll Call Vote - Description Bill# Amnd# Aye Nay RLC 

2 Alito confirmation     58 42 Y 

78 Lobbying Overhaul/to elim secret holds S. 2349  S.Amdt. 2944  84 13 Y 

111 
Supplemental Appro/to shift $20M from Americorps to veterans 
health care H.R. 4939  S.Amdt. 3704  39 59 Y 

115 
Medical Malpractice/to invoke cloture on a bill to cap damage 
awards S. 22    48 42 Y 

119 Small Business associational health insurance/cloture vote S. 1955    55 43 Y 

123 
Immigration Overhaul/to kill an amendment to limit guest worker 
provision to illegal aliens S. 2611  S.Amdt. 4017  69 28 Y 

127 Immigration Overhaul/to remove bill's earned citizenship provision S. 2611  S.Amdt. 3963  33 66 N 

131 Immigration Overhaul/to establish English as national language S. 2611  S.Amdt. 4064  62 35 Y 

136 

Immigration Overhaul/to kill an amendment to require prevailing 
wages or state minimum wage, whichever is higher, be paid to 
guest workers S. 2611  S.Amdt. 4009  50 43 Y 

141 

Immigration Overhaul/to expand employment laws, make certain 
violations into criminal offenses, and require 25% of inspectors be 
fluent in a language other than English S. 2611  S.Amdt. 4106  57 40 N 

142 

Immigration Overhaul/to kill an amendment to waive certain 
grounds for denial of admission if denial of admission would pose 
a hardship to a U.S. citizen or permanent resident S. 2611  S.Amdt. 4106  48 49 N 

157 Immigration Overhaul/passage S. 2611    62 36 Y 

163 Same-sex Marriage Ban Constitutional Amendment S.J.Res. 1    49 48 N 

165 
Native Hawaiians/to invoke cloture on a bill to give Native 
Hawaiians tribal status S. 147    56 41 N 

182 
Defense Auth/to express sense of Congress that we should begin 
a phased withdrawal S. 2766  S.Amdt. 4261  39 60 Y 

189 Flag Desecration Constitutional Amendment S.J.Res. 12  S.Amdt. 4543  66 34 N 

191 Homeland Security Appro/to bar funds to prevent import of drugs H.R. 5441  S.Amdt. 4548  68 32 Y 

202 
Homeland Security Appro/to bar funds to seize firearms during an 
emergency H.R. 5441  S.Amdt. 4615  84 16 Y 

216 
Interstate abortions/to make it a federal crime to transport a minor 
across state borders to circumvent state abortion laws S. 403    65 34 Y 

257 Military Tribunals/to sunset S. 3930  S.Amdt. 5104  47 52 Y 
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TABLE 6. House Economic Votes. 

# Roll Call Vote - Description Bill# Amnd# Aye Nay RLC 

43 
Supplemental Appro/to strike prohibition of Dubai World Ports 
deal H.R.4939  H.AMDT.701  38 377 Y 

56 
Supplemental Appro/to incr FEMA and Coast Guard funding by 
$700M H.R.4939  H.AMDT.733  208 210 N 

115 
To suspend rules and require FTC to define gasoline price 
gouging H R 5253    389 54 N 

135 
Tax Reconciliation/Conf Rpt/to extend $70B in tax cuts for five 
years H R 4297    244 185 Y 

155 

Budget Resolution/to incr spending on health, ed and 
environment, cut missile defense, and raise taxes on wealthy and 
on oil companies H.CON.RES.376  H.AMDT.830  131 294 N 

156 Budget Resolution/to extend tax cuts and cut spending H.CON.RES.376  H.AMDT.832  94 331 Y 

178 
To suspend the rules and provide for household pet evacuation 
during emergencies H R 3858    349 23 N 

192 Ag Appro/to bar funds for Grape and Wine Initiative H.R.5384  H.AMDT.911  87 328 Y 

209 ANWR/to authorize drilling H R 5429    225 201 Y 

232 Refinery Permit Process/to streamline H R 5254    238 179 Y 

263 Transp-Treas-Hsg Appro/to incr funds for Amtrak by $214M H.R.5576  H.AMDT.1008  266 158 N 

283 
Transp-Treas-Hsg Appro/to bar funds to develop a rule allowing 
control of US airlines by foreign investors H.R.5576  H.AMDT.1048  291 137 N 

315 Estate Tax/to permanently reduce H R 5638    269 156 Y 

317 Line-Item Rescission/to establish expedited procedure H R 4890    247 172 Y 

323 
Flood Insurance Overhaul/to end subsidies for non-primary 
residences H.R.4973  H.AMDT.1096  76 347 Y 

356 Off-shore Drilling/to permit H R 4761    232 187 Y 

368 Credit Rating Agencies/to remove SEC discretion in recognizing H R 2990    255 166 Y 

392 Oman Free Trade Agreement H R 5684    221 205 Y 

449 Earmark Reform H RES 1003    245 171 Y 

519 Normal Trade Relations with Vietnam H R 5602    228 161 Y 
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