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NEWS RELEASE

Monday: June 6, 2005
Release: Immediate

Dateline: Thousand Oaks, CA
GOP Caucus Supports Free Trade Agreement
Reiterating its commitment to free trade, the national Republican Liberty Caucus today urged approval of the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) currently under consideration by the U.S. Congress.

CAFTA would eliminate tariffs in 98 percent of the product categories from which CAFTA countries export to the United States. For U.S. companies, the agreement would offer guaranteed reciprocal access on most exports. Exceptions include sugar and textiles, which retain significant protection by the U.S. government. 

"As a libertarian Republican organization, the RLC is committed to expanding the economic freedom of Americans," said  RLC National Chairman Bill Westmiller. "By reducing government interference in peaceful and voluntary trade between individuals and firms in these countries, CAFTA is an important step in achieving this goal."

Philip Blumel, a RLC National Director, noted that freer trade leads to increased trade, economic growth and a net increase in jobs over time. 

"Our experience with the North American Free Trade Agreement corroborates the theory, as trade with Mexico nearly tripled over the past decade," Blumel said. "Meanwhile, the American economy grew and created millions of new jobs. The doomsday scenarios of the protectionists never materialized."

The economic benefits of the new agreement to the United States could be considerable as the six CAFTA nations - Guatemala, Honduras, El  Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic - together make up  the United States' 13th-largest trading partner and largest export market in  Latin America after Mexico.

The RLC's resolution echoes the calls of RLC Advisory Board members in the U.S. Congress.
[More…]


	www.RepublicanLibertyCaucus.Org
44 Summerfield Street; Thousand Oaks, California 91360
(866) RLC-LIBERTY [752-5423] • Admin@RLC.org • Fax (805) 493-4332


RLC-Cafta Cont…

"CAFTA is a good deal for American  consumers and producers. It will also help foster economic prosperity in the  Central America, which is in the U.S.'s best interest," said Rep. Jeff Flake  (R-AZ). "Congress would be wise to take up CAFTA quickly and implement it as soon as possible."

Rep. J.D Hayworth (R-AZ) concurs. "CAFTA will address  current competitive disadvantages faced by U.S. producers and will create  an alliance that can be helpful in competing against unfair trade  practices on the part of China," said Larry VanHoose, a Hayworth spokesman.

The RLC joins organizations such as Cato Institute, Reason Foundation, Competitive Enterprise Institute, FreedomWorks, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the National Association of Manufacturers, the U.S. Farm Bureau, National Taxpayers Union, Americans for Tax Reform and Citizens Against Government Waste in support of the agreement. 

The Republican Liberty  Caucus has members in all 50 states and 12 chartered state organizations dedicated to promoting the ideals of individual rights, limited government  and free enterprise within the Republican Party. 
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